Yankee Doodle-- Plan and implement storytelling and/or songwriting into the curriculum
4th Grade – Trouble in Boston

Storytelling Program

SS Standards:  The student will be able to . . .

4-3.1 Explain the political and economic factors leading to the American Revolution, including the French and Indian War; British colonial policies such as the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the so-called Intolerable Acts; and the American colonists’ early resistance through boycotts, congresses, and petitions.
4-3.4 Summarize the events and key battles of the Revolutionary War, including Lexington and Concord, Bunker (Breed’s) Hill, Charleston, Saratoga, Cowpens, and Yorktown.
Procedure:  Stories and activities . . .  

1. Discuss Colonists resistance to the king’s policies through boycotts, congresses, and petitions, culminating in the Boston Tea Party and resulting in the king’s closing of the harbor.

2. Tell “Sleds on Boston Common” (Borden)

3. Discuss how tensions rose with the taunting Bostonians endured with the redcoats singing Yankee Doodle (America’s Song, The Story of ‘Yankee Doodle’, Murray)

4. Tell “A Massacre In Boston” (From Colonies to Country, Hakim)

5. Tell “Lexington and Concord to Yorktown” (America’s Song, The Story of ‘Yankee Doodle’, Murray)

6. Play “Yankee Doodle” on the penny whistle and spoons.
Evaluation:  The teacher can use oral Q/A to check students’ grasp of key facts.  Students can also act out events that they heard about in the stories to show their understanding of key battles and events. 
Follow Up Activity

ELA Standards:  The Student will be able to . . . 
4-1.9
Recognize the characteristics of poetry (including stanza, rhyme scheme, and repetition). 

Procedure:  Stories and activities . . .  
1. Play the song “Yankee Doodle” from the CD American Folk Tales by Storyteller Tim Lowry.

2. Display a copy of the text on the board marking stanzas, rhyme scheme, and examples of repetition in the first couple verses.

3. Student volunteers can come to the board to mark stanzas, rhyme scheme, and examples of repetition in the remainder of the song.
4. Extension idea—Students can use the folk poem “Yankee Doodle” above as a model to write their own folk poem about another key event of the American Revolution demonstrating their knowledge of stanzas, rhyme scheme, and repetition.
Evaluation:

The teacher can observe students marking the poem on the board and make corrections as needed.  If the extension idea is used, the teacher can create a rubric to grade the student writing, checking for correct use of stanzas, rhyme scheme, and repetition.

