Lone Ranger-- Prepare a new readers theater script

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Commercial #1
Readers A,B,C                         Sound Effects                           Announcer                         

Announcer:

This is the story of how the Lone Ranger found his long lost nephew: The Legend of Dan Reid.  Before our story begins an important announcement from the National Safety Council.

Commercial:

Reader A:  With the invasion so much on our minds, naturally we are all talking about it.  

Reader B:  It's the most important thing in our lives.

Reader C:  But please, when we talk, remember that careless talk costs lives. 

Readers ABC:  Loose lips sink ships!

Reader A:  The enemy is listening.  He hopes we'll say something on a bus or in a restaurant.

Reader B:  He hopes we will discuss a letter we received from one of our men in service.

Reader C:  He is hoping to hear some little piece of information that can be used against us.

Readers ABC:  Our enemy has big ears.  He hopes we have big mouths!

Reader A:  Let's show him that he is wrong.

Readers ABC:  Let's think before we speak!

Announcer:

And now, The Legend of Dan Reid.  Featuring the man in the mask on his great white horse.  The Lone Ranger!

Sound:  

Applause up and under

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Scene #1

Pioneer Man 1&2          Sound Effects        Narrator, Pioneer Woman 1&2

Narrator:


A long line of prairie schooners made its way across the grassy 

plain on its way to the West.  

Sound:  

Harness jingle

Narrator:

The wind carried the jingle of the horse harnesses and the song of the bluebirds to the ears of the pioneers.  

Sound:

Birds

Narrator:

As the pioneer families rode along they talked about their promising futures.

Pioneer Man #1:

When I get to California I’m going to strike it rich on a gold claim.

Pioneer Woman #1:  

We can build a big house and have a fine garden.

Pioneer Man #1:

We’ll pay for a new rocking chair and parlor furniture with gold nuggets from the mine.

Pioneer Man #2:

Now don’t go dreaming too big.  There’s a lot of folks that’s headed west but never made it to California.  We have to get clear through the Indian Territory yet.

Pioneer Woman #2:

Oh, don’t say that.  You shouldn’t borrow trouble, Jim.  We’ve come this far without any problems.  Hopefully, we’ll make it to the fort by nightfall.  

Narrator:                                                                                                         

Suddenly a blood chilling cry rang out from the nearby hills. . . 

Sound:

Indian war whoops  

Pioneer Man #1:

It’s an Indian attack!  Form a circle with the wagons!  Get the women and children inside the circle.

Sound:

Hoof beats

Sound:

2 Gun shots

Pioneer Woman #1:

Get to the floor of the wagon and keep the children close.

Pioneer Man #2:

Stay down, but be ready to run.  They’re trying to set the wagons on fire!

Sound:

Crackling fire

Pioneer Woman #2:

Oh, they’re coming.  Help!  My baby.  Somebody save my baby!

Sound:

Scream

All sounds die out

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Scene #2

Lone Ranger, Tonto                  Sound effects              Narrator, Announcer

Narrator:                                                                                                          

The pioneers fought bravely but were overcome by the enemy.  

It was the following morning when Tonto and The Lone Ranger came upon the massacre.  They examined the burned remains of the wagons and the bodies of the victims.  Not a single survivor remained.

Tonto:

Look like work of Apache.

Lone Ranger:

This wagon train was headed to Fort Laramie.

Narrator:

Tonto watched as the Lone Ranger climbed off his horse and rummaged through the charred remains of a burnt wagon.  He picked up a small piece of metal and wiped it on his shirt.

Lone Ranger:

This metal tag has some letters on it.  It looks like it spells a name.

Tonto:

R-E-I-D.  Reid.  That your family name.

Lone Ranger:

Yes, Tonto.  My brother’s widow and son were coming west to start life over again.  My brother left them shares in a silver mine when he died last winter.

Tonto:

But where is your brother’s wife and baby now?

Lone Ranger:

I fear the worst.

Tonto:                                                                                                              

You don’t think—

Lone Ranger:                                                                                                   

Yes, Tonto.  I was to meet them at Fort Laramie.  But we’re too late.  First my brother dies of a fever back east.  And now his wife and son are dead.  Killed by Apaches.

Tonto:

Maybe they captured.  Or nearby, wounded.

Lone Ranger:

There is always hope, Tonto.  But I fear they are dead.  I can’t see how anyone could survive this disaster.

Tonto:

I sorry, Kemo Sabe.

Announcer:

We’ll return to the Adventures of the Lone Ranger, but first a message from our sponsor.

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Commercial #2

Readers D,E,F,                       Sound Effects                            Announcer

Commercial:

Reader D:  Hey kids!  Here's a special premium offer from KIX Cereal.

Reader E:  You could be the first kid on your block to proudly wear a Lone Ranger Blackout Safety Belt.

Reader F:  The Safety Belt has a special "glow in the dark" feature that allows you to lead the way to safety.

Reader D:  In times of blackout it is important to have a trusty light source for making your way to shelter.

Reader E:  The glow-in-the-dark belt gives a soft yellow glow that will provide light for you and others around you.

Reader F:  Look for details on specially marked boxes of KIX Cereal.

Reader DEF:  Remember, the best way to begin your day is begin with a KIX start!   

Announcer:                                                                                                                                                                                                             

And now, back to our story.

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Scene #3

Lone Ranger                    Sound Effects                     Narrator, Outlaw 1&2

Narrator:

After the Lone Ranger and Tonto reported the Indian attack to Fort Laramie they turned their attention to making the westward wagon trail safe for pioneers.  

Sound:

Hoof beats 

Narrator:

With his great white horse and his trusted Indian guide he was the mysterious man in the mask, known only by his brave cry. . . 

Lone Ranger:                                                                                                

Hiho, Silver! Away!

Narrator:                                                                                                          

He was the Lone Ranger!

Sound:

Horse gallop dies

Narrator:

For thirteen years the Lone Ranger and Tonto traveled the Great Plains fighting crime and injustice wherever they went.  Always holding out hope that one day his brother’s wife and son would be found alive, the Lone Ranger continued looking for his relatives.  

And then, one day the crime fighting duo found themselves in the high hill country defending an old woman and her young adopted grandson from a band of outlaws.  

Outlaw #1:

All right.  We’ve got you surrounded.  Come out with your hands up and nobody gets hurt!

Outlaw #2:

You better come out old lady!  We’re getting tired of waiting!

Narrator:

The outlaws were busy concentrating on the house with the old grandmother and her grandson crouching helplessly inside.  They didn’t hear Tonto’s silent footsteps as he crept up from behind.

Sound:

Fist fight

Narrator:                                                                                                        

The Indian’s punch was so quick that the outlaw didn’t even know what hit him!  The Lone Ranger came charging out of the trees on his trusty horse and made quick work of the second outlaw.

Sound:

Hoof beats

Lone Ranger:

Drop that gun mister!

Sound:

2 gun shots

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Scene #4

Lone Ranger,                 Sound Effects             Narrator, Grandma Frisbee,

Dan Reid                                                                                        Announcer

Narrator:

The Lone Ranger and Tonto quickly captured the robbers and turned them over to the local sheriff, but the old woman had been left weary and needed rest.  The battle had taken its toll on her feeble heart.

Grandma Frisbee:

I’m very tired.

Lone Ranger:

Why don’t you lie down and try to sleep Mrs. Frisbee?

Grandma Frisbee:

I want to make sure that Dan is all right.  If anything should happen to me I want you to take care of him.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Lone Ranger:

I’ll take care of him as if he were my own son.

Grandma Frisbee:

You ought to know about his past.  He’s not really my grandson.

Dan:

I’m not? But Grandma, you told me that—

Grandma Frisbee:

Let me talk, boy.  I haven’t got much time.  Dan was just a baby traveling with his momma on a wagon train years ago.  I was on the same wagon train.  We were attacked by Indians one night.  I grabbed little Dan.  He was so small and helpless.  I ran for the woods with Dan in my arms.  But his mother didn’t make it.  She was killed by the Indians.  I have this locket hanging around my neck.  Inside is a picture of Dan’s real parents.  

Dan:

I wonder who they were.  What were their names?

Lone Ranger:

I know who your parents were, Dan.  This man in the picture was my brother.  

Dan and Grandma Frisbee:

Your brother?!

Lone Ranger:

Your father was a captain in the army.  He died of a fever right before you were born.  Your mother was a fine lady from Virginia.  She had come west to start life over after your father’s death.  Her last name was the same as his and the same as mine.  Reid.  You Dan, are my nephew.

Dan:

That means the Lone Ranger is my uncle!

Lone Ranger:

Yes.  I’ve been looking for you ever since your mother died.  From now on you can stay with me and we’ll travel together.

Dan:  Oh, I’d like that.

Grandma Frisbee:                                                                                            

Oh, I’m glad, too.  It always worried me that Dan didn’t have any real family.  Now, I can die in peace.  Thank you for taking care of my grandson.

Sound:

Heavy sigh

Dan:

Grandma?  Grandma?

Lone Ranger:

She’s gone, Dan.  I’m sorry she had to go.  But she was old and well deserving of her final rest.  Your grandmother was a good woman.  

Dan:

She was always good to me.

Lone Ranger:

Now you’ll come to live with me.  And you’ll live very well.  Your father left you a great legacy? 

Dan:

A legacy?

Lone Ranger:

He had a share in a silver mine.  I’ve been keeping it in trust for you all these years.  You’re a wealthy land owner, Dan.  You can afford the best that life has to offer.  I hope you’ll live up to your father’s expectations and use your wealth and influence to make this western frontier a truly great country, the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Announcer:

And that is how the Lone Ranger came to find his long lost nephew, Dan Reid.  That’s our adventure.  And remember the Lone Ranger’s advice to his young nephew.  It’s good advice for all Americans.  It is our duty to do what we can to make this country truly great, the land of the free and the home of the brave.

The Lone Ranger:  The Legend of Dan Reid/Commercial #3

Readers G,H,I                          Sound Effects                        Producers 1&2

Commercial:

Reader G:  Thank you for tuning in to another exciting episode of "The Lone Ranger."

Reader H:  We want to take this opportunity to remind you that even though you don't carry silver pistols or ride a white horse, you too can be a great American hero.

Reader I:  When you buy United States War Bonds you are doing your part to protect our land from tyranny and injustice.

Reader G:  Don't let our men in uniform down.

Reader H:  They are counting on you to help them fight the greatest battle in the history of the world.

Reader I:  Buy United States War Bonds!

Producer #1:

You have been listening to an episode of The Lone Ranger entitled 

“The Legend of Dan Reid.”  This recording was based on a live broadcast of a Lone Ranger episode that originally aired during the hay day of radio drama-- 1930 to 1950.

Producer #2:

The recording was produced by the fifth grade students of 

_____________________________________________________________

on ______________________ at _________________________________.

