WWII Radio-- Use 21st century technology to record your students’ storytelling projects

5th Grade – World War II Radio Hour

Storytelling Program

SS Standards:  The student will be able to . . . 
· 5-4.4  Explain the principal events related to the United States’ involvement in World War II including the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the invasion in Normandy, Pacific Island hopping, the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the role of key figures in this involvement such as Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, and Adolf Hitler.
Procedure:  Stories and activities . . .  
· Introduce lesson with clips from vintage radio shows played on the old time radio (This Was Radio, Radio Classics on Cassette, GAA Corporation, 33 Portman Road, New Rochelle, NY 10801).

· Discuss the popularity of radio during the WW II era.

· Tell the story “Jack Goes to Germany.”

· Using a digital recorder and some sound effects items, have students record their own version of the vintage radio quiz show “You Bet Your Life” starring Groucho Marx (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/You_Bet_Your_Life).

Materials needed for teaching this lesson . . . 

· Vintage radio recordings can be purchased at your local Cracker Barrel store and many of the most famous radio show episodes can be found online as well.

· Noise makers and Groucho Marx glasses are readily available at your local party supply store.

· The digital recorder used in this lesson is an Olympus VN-3100PC and was purchased at Wal-Mart.

· The story “Jack Goes to Germany” is an original story based on a first person account from World War II veteran Jack Hall.  A good source for first person accounts of the war is produced by Topics Entertainment—“In Their Own Words: True stories of WWII courage, conflict and triumph told by the men who were there.”  For more info go to www.topics-ent.com.

Evaluation:  Using the “You Bet Your Life” game, the teacher can evaluate students’ understanding of key concepts and grasp of historic facts through oral Q/A.  
Follow Up Activity

ELA Standards:  The Student will be able to . . . 
5-1.7
Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods (for example, writing, creative dramatics, and the visual and performing arts).

Procedure:  Stories and activities . . .  
· From the internet, you can play a variety of vintage radio shows, commercials, news broadcasts, etc.

· After playing several examples, challenge students to write their own show, commercial, or news broadcast.

· This assignment can be a way to test students’ knowledge of a particular topic.  For example, an original news broadcast can be filled with facts about a particular historical event.   

· As a culminating event, the students can record their radio pieces incorporating sound effects, live music, etc.
Evaluation:  The teacher can create a rubric to grade the student project awarding points for skill in writing, historical accuracy, and creativity.

(Another follow up idea)

Create a research project in which students look up information on technology of the WWII era.  For instance, students could research items like tombstone radios, iron lungs, Sherman tanks, etc.  This would give students practical experience in using online tools, encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc.

